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ABSTRACT



Language is an important tool of communication. The primary function of language is for interaction and communication. For language, the existence of language function is a common thing. This language functions process mostly happens in the oral form that exist in the speech acts such as speech, chatting, lesson, dialogue, course, and so on.  Based on the assumption that language functions mostly happens in the oral form and it is meant to fulfil certain functions. To improve the students’ mastery in language functions, the teacher can use many kinds of media or methods. By using Observe-Hypothesize-Experiment (OHE) as a teaching method, it can improve the mastering of the students in language functions and the students can learn language easily.



To do this thesis the writer conducted the experimental research. The aim of this research is to find out whether there is the effectiveness of using Observe- Hypothesize-Experiment (OHE) as a teaching method to improve the students’ mastery in language functions on the eighth grade students of Junior High School. In this research, the writer took 64 students of the eighth-grade of SMP N 33 Purworejo in the academic year 2011/2012 as the sample. The writer used VIII A as an experimental class which is consist of 32 students and VIII D as a control which consist of 32 students. The writer conducted pre test and post test. The writer taught language functions using OHE method as a treatment. Statistically, the writer analyzed the data by using t-test separated variance.



The result of this research shows that there is the effectiveness of using Observe-Hypothesize-Experiment (OHE) method to improve the students’ mastery in language functions on the eighth grade students of SMP N 33 Purworejo. From the result of analyzing data, it shows that the mean score of experimental group is higher than the mean score of control group (70.68 > 64.56).In addition, the result of t-value is 4.796. Based on the 0.05 significant level, the value of t-table is 2.000, the computation shows that t-value is higher than t-table that is 4.796>2.000. It means Ho is rejected whereas Ha is accepted. In addition, this study also reveals that the use of Observe- Hypothesize- Experiment method to improve the students’ mastery in language functions is effective.

I. Introduction
Language is an important tool of communication. The primary function of language is for interaction and communication. Many people of particular country use language to communicate with other, because communication is a part of human’s daily activities. Communication not only happens between two people in some places, but also in the other places. Therefore, we use internal language that is known or used by people in the world.

One of the languages is English. As an international language, English is used to communicate information, chiefly in science, technology, technology, economy, politic, and entertainment. Moreover, English is also very important in the world of education and working world. In Indonesia, English is conditioned as foreign language which is a compulsory subject to be taught in all schools from elementary to upper secondary schools. English teaching learning includes the four basic language skills such as reading, listening, speaking, and writing (Alexander, 1999:7). They are presented together with the component of language namely grammar, vocabulary, and pronunciation.

Language function is special activity or purpose of human and non instinctive method of communicating ideas feeling and desire by means of system of sound and sound symbol (Hornby, 1998:473). Everyday we always communicate with another people, but actually we do not know about the function of the language that we said.  If we are talking with others, we must adapt our talking to audience and talk differently to parent, children and colleagues. We use language differently in formal or casual context.

In English teaching process, speaking is considered as the most difficult skill to be mastered by the students, because they still lack of understanding about function of language. One of the teachings English materials used in SMP N 33 Purworejo is directive function which involves requesting, inviting, asking opinion, offering help, etc. As a real condition, the teacher told the researcher that the students were shy and afraid to speak. They preferred keeping silent to speak English, because they were worried if they other students laughed at them. In the classroom, usually the teacher and the students had interaction, for example, when the teacher opened the meeting, the teacher said” Good morning students. How are you?” and the students just kept silent. When the teacher asked the students to open the door, the students kept silent, just looked at the door and made no action. Besides the method that used by the English teachers in SMP N 33 Purworejo is still conventional. As the consequence, the students are heard to understand, especially in teaching learning language functions. The English teachers do not explain the materials clearly. They do not read the material, but they give assignment and then ask the students to submit their assignment.

Based on the problems above, the researcher tries to solve the problem using Observe-Hypothesize-Experiment (OHE) as a teaching method to improve the students’ mastery in language functions. OHE method is used by Michael Lewis in the Lexical Approach (1993) as an alternative to PPP. OHE stands for Observe, means by listening or reading dialogues; Hypothesize, means the students must guess about the way that language work which is used in the dialogue; Experiment, means the students try to make conversations and practice them. By using OHE as a teaching method for teaching language functions, the students can get some knowledge about many kinds of expressions in language functions, students can develop their thinking process, and the students are able to convey language functions in the classroom and in daily activities. Besides, it is proved that the students do not feel shy and afraid again. Teaching language functions using OHE method is one way to make the students understand about functions of language and language will be mastered easily, so it can improve the students’ mastery in language functions.

Based on the explanation above, the researcher focuses her study on “The Effectiveness of OHE as a Teaching Method to Improve the Students’ Mastery in Language Functions to the Eighth Grade Students of SMP N 33 Purworejo”
a. Statement of the Problems
Is there any effectiveness of using OHE as a teaching method to improve the students’ mastery in language functions on the eighth grade students of SMP N 33 Purworejo in the academic year 2011/ 2012?

b. The Purposes of the Study
To find out whether the use of OHE as a teaching method to improve the students’ mastery in language functions is effective or not on the eighth grade students of SMP N 33 Purworejo in the academic year 2011/2012.

II. Theoretical Review

a. Language Functions
According to Hornby (1998:473), language functions is special activity or purpose og human and non instinctive method of communicating ideas, felling, and desire by means of system of sound and sound symbol.

Language functions are the reasons behind the use of language- the objective of communication. Language functions refer to the purpose in which we use language to communicate. We use language functions for variety of formal and informal purpose, and specific grammatical structures and vocabulary are often used with each language functions. Functions includes: asking information, asking opinion, agreeing/ disagreeing, expressing likes/ dislikes, inviting, apologizing, requesting, offering help, etc.

Halliday (1994:21-22) states that there are some functions of language. These functions are:

1) Language has to interpret the whole of our experience, reducing the indefinitely varied phenomena of the world around us, and also of the world inside us the process of our consciousness, events and actions, classes of objects, people and institution, and the like.

2) Language has to express certain elementary logical relations, like ‘and’, ‘or’, ‘of’, as well as those created by language itself such as ‘namely’, ‘says’ and ‘means’.

3) Language has to express our participation, as speakers, in the speech situation; the roles we take on ourselves and improve on other; our wishes, feeling, attitudes and judgments.
4) It has to be capable of being organized as relevant discourse, not just as words and sentence in grammar book or dictionary.
Language has to explain about are and what has happened on the world, about relations which need further explanations, or that they will be more definite. In speech situation, it has to express what we wish, feel, behave and judge, so the other accepts it.
b. Language Communicative Functions
Communicative functions, in this case the functions of language, means the use of language (Soedjono, 1995:65). As we have understood that the use of language is for communication. It may to be informed, to suggest, to great, to introduce, etc.

In this study, the researcher limits the study only five function of language. They are offering help, expressing opinion, inviting, requesting, and sympathy.

The following are the explanation of them followed by some example:

1) Offering help

To offer to someone, we could say:

Can I help you?




Yes, thanks

Let me help you?




Yes, please

What can I do for you?



Thank you so much

Do you need some help?



That’s kind of you

(Iriani, 2011:5)

2) Expressing opinion

a) Agreeing

To express agreement, you could say:

More formal:

I agree completely…

That’s just what I think, of course.

In my opinion, you are correct.

Less formal:

You’re right

Sure

b) Disagreeing

To express disagreement, you could say:

More formal: 

I’m sorry, but I have to disagree.

I couldn’t agree less.

Less formal:

No way!

Uh uh!

(Bruce Tillitt and Mary Newton Bruder, 2008:89)

3) Inviting

To invite someone, you could say:

More formal:

Are you free on Saturday? Would you like to…

I’d like to invite you to dinner this Saturday.

Less formal:

Let’s go to our place for a beer.

To accept the invitation, you could say:

Thank you. I’d love to.

Yes, thank you. What time?

All right

To refuse the invitation, you could say:

I’m awfully sorry, but I have other plans.

I wish I could, but…

(Bruce Tillit and Mary Newton Bruder, 2008:29)

4) Requesting

a) Asking for something

Could you post a letter for me?

__________ 
Certainly

Could you get some drink?

__________
All right

b) Asking for information

Excuse me, can you tell me what time is it? ___ Sure, it’s two o’clock.

c) Asking for permission

Can I borrow your money?
_______   Sorry, I don’t have money.

May I leave this area now

_______    Of course, you may.

(Slamet Riyanto, 2004:245)

5) Sympathy

To express sympathy, you could say:

I’m sorry to see it

I’m sorry to hear that

We are happy to know that

(Iriani, 2011:16)

c. Observe-Hypothesize-Experiment (OHE) Method
The OHE is a good method to help students in teaching speaking. It is used by Michael Lewis in the Lexical Approach (1993) as an alternative to PPP. OHE is stood by:

O: Observe, it means the students do observe by listening or reading dialogue.

H: Hypothesize, it means the students guess how the language works in the dialogue

E: Experiment, it means the students try to make conversation based on own contexts and practice the conversation.

In his own teaching design, Lewis proposes a model that comprises the steps, Observe-Hypothesize-Experiment, as opposed to the traditional Present-Practice-Produce paradigm. Unfortunately, Lewis does not lay out any instructional sequences exemplifying how he thinks this procedure might operate in actual language classroom. Observation isn’t just a case of receiving language input but also submitting it to critical examination. Otherwise, it will be impossible to make hypotheses about language behavior. The hypothesizing and experimenting stage involve activities such as identifying, sorting and matching and their aim is to encourage curiosity about language and among learners. We as teachers need to take a longer term view of learning and cannot expect to limit language to a single structure and presume this has been learnt by the end of this class (as PPP advocates) because language learning simply doesn’t work like that. (http://anglistika.files.wordpress.com/2008/10/methods_
approaches_filang311_lesson1_oct_2008.ptt)

III. Data Analysis
The data are analyzed by using quantitative analysis. To analyze the data, the researcher uses two kinds of technique, namely the descriptive analysis and the inferential analysis. The descriptive analysis was used to describe the variables of the research. In this research, independent variable is using OHE method and dependents variable is the students’ mastery in language functions. The researcher uses two statistics (mean analysis and standard deviation) to compute the students’ mastery in language functions in both groups. Additionally, the Mean, Mode, Median, SD, the highest and lowest scores are also used to analyze the data. And then the second is interferential analysis, The goal of using inferential analysis is to find out whether or not there is any relationship between the two variables. In this analysis, the researcher uses test of hypothesis by using t-test separated polled variance. This analysis is done to find out the effectiveness of using OHE as a teaching method to improve the students’ mastery in language functions to the Eighth Grade Students of SMP N 33 Purworejo in the Academic Year 2011/2012. 
IV. Findings 
Descriptive analysis result of the experimental group and control group on the students’ mastery in language functions.
	Group
	H
	L
	R
	Me
	Mo
	T
	M
	SD

	Experimental
	86
	60
	23
	71.5
	73
	2262
	70.68
	5.49

	Control
	73
	55
	17
	64.5
	63
	2066
	64.56
	4.68


The Frequency Distribution of the Students’ mastery in language functions in Post-test of Experimental Group
	No
	Value
	The Students’

Mastery in Language Functions
	Frequency
	Percentage

	1
	80-100
	Excellent
	3
	9.37 %

	2
	70-79
	Good
	18
	56.25 %

	3
	60-69
	Sufficient
	11
	34.375 %

	4
	40-59
	Fairly sufficient
	0
	0 %

	5
	30-39
	Low
	0
	0 %

	Total
	32
	100 %


The Frequency Distribution of the Students’ mastery
in teaching Language Functions in Post-test of Control Group

	No
	Value
	The Students’

Mastery in Language Functions
	Frequency
	Percentage

	1
	80-100
	Excellent
	0
	0 %

	2
	70-79
	Good
	8
	25%

	3
	60-69
	Sufficient
	21
	65.625%

	4
	40-59
	Fairly sufficient
	3
	9.375%

	5
	30-39
	Low
	0
	0 %

	Total
	32
	100 %


From the tables above, we can see the highest score of the students of experimental group on the eighth grade students of SMP N 33 Purworejo is 86 and the lowest one is 63. The mean of experimental group is 70.68 and the standard deviation of it is 5.49. The mean is included in the interval of 70 to 80. It means that the students of experimental group on the eighth grade students of SMP N 33 Purworejo have good result on their mastering in language functions. From 32 samples, there are 3 students (9.37%) are excellent in mastering language functions, 18 students (56.25%) are good in mastering language functions, and 11 students (34.375%) are sufficient in mastering language functions.
The highest score of the students of control group of the eleventh grade students at SMP N 33 Purworejo is 73 and the lowest one is 56. The mean of control group is 64.56 and the standard deviation of it is 4.68. The mean exist in the interval of 60 to 70. It means that the students of control group of the eighth grade students at SMP N 33 Purworejo have sufficient result on their mastering in language functions. From 32 samples, there are 8 students (25%) are good category in mastering language functions, 21 students (65.625%) are sufficient in mastering language functions, 3 students (9.375%) are fairy sufficient in mastering language functions.
V. Conclusions
Teaching language functions using OHE method to improve the students’ mastery in language functions on the eighth grade students of SMP N 33 Purworejo in the academic year 2011/2012 is effective. It is seen from the mean score of both classes. The mean score of experimental group is higher than the mean score of control group (70.68 > 64.56). In addition, the result of t-value is 4.796. Then, the researcher consults the critical value on the t-table using the 5% (0.05) alpha level significance and the degree of freedom is 64. It shows that the t-value is higher than t-table (4.796 > 2.000). It means that there is the effectiveness of using OHE to the students’ mastery in language functions. 
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