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Abstract
The objectives of this research are to describe the level of students’ writing skill after being taught by picture and to know whether using picture is effective or not in teaching descriptive text to improve students’ writing skill. Picture is a visual method that helps the students to organize the text well and to develop their ideas in writing. The mean score of experimental group was 71.44 and it was belonged to good category. While the control group was 64.31 and it was belonged to sufficient category. It can be concluded the score from experimental group was higher than control group. The result of t-value was 6.285. It was higher than t-table 2.000. It means that using picture is effective to improve writing skill of descriptive text of the seventh grade students at SMP N 3 Kalikajar in 2012/ 2013 academic year.
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A. Background
Writing is a method of representing language in visual or tactile form.  By writing, we can produce letters or characters that serve as visible signs of ideas, words, or symbols. Most people really like writing, because for them, they can effused their thinking or ideas in writing. Harmer (2001:255) says that writing consists of issues of letter, word, and text formation, manifested by handwriting, spelling, layout and punctuation. Learning to write well can also help us to speak and think more effectively. The act of writing in another language also helps one learn that language, like English, for example. In this research, the researcher focuses on improving students’ writing skill of descriptive text using picture.

B. Research Method
This research is experimental quantitative research. It was conducted in SMP N 3 Kalikajar on May 2013. Sugiyono (2010:117) states that population is a generalization area consisting of objects or subjects that have certain qualities and characteristics are determined by researcher to be studied and then drawn conclusions. In this research, the population is the seventh grade students of SMP N 3 Kalikajar consisting of 8 classes. The total of population is 256 students. Moreover, Sugiyono (2010:118) stated that sample is part of number and characteristic possessed by the population. The researcher took two classes as the sample that each class consists of 32 students. To get the sample accurately, the researcher used purposive sampling, because consideration of time, effort, money as well as the researcher took two classes which have same capabilities. In collecting the data, the researcher used essay test as instrument. The researcher gave two tests that are pre-test and post-test. The test is intended to find out the effectiveness of using picture in improving the students’ writing skill.
In this research, the researcher used descriptive analysis and inferential analysis to analyze the data. The descriptive analysis is to describe the students’ writing skill of descriptive text before and after the researcher gave the treatment by using picture. The descriptive analysis consists of the computation of mean, median, mode, standard deviation, and variance. Meanwhile, the inferential analysis consists of test of normality, test of homogeneity, and test of hypothesis.



C. Finding and Discussion
The description of the data is aimed to know students’ writing skill after being taught by using picture and to find out the effectiveness of using picture in improving students’ writing skill. As previously stated, the researcher gave the treatment for experimental group by using Picture. From the computation, the mean score of pre-test is 59.25 and the mean score of post-test is 71.44. The researcher also calculated that the highest score of experimental group after being given the treatment is 82 and the lowest score is 60.  The mean is 71.44, the median is 72, the mode is 70, the standard deviation is 5.21, and the variance is 27.16.
Furthermore, in the inferential analysis, the researcher computed test of normality, test of homogeneity, and test of hypothesis. The result of normality test that computed by using chi-square formula is 6.08. From the result of normality test, the data is normal because t-obtained is lower than t-table (6.08<11.070). Then, the result of homogeneity test that computed by dividing the highest variance with the lowest variance is 1.94. It showed that the data is homogeneous because f-obtained is lower than f-table (1.94<4.17). To make the analysis more reliable, the researcher computed the data by using t-test formula. The result of t-test is 6.285. It showed that t-test value is higher than t-table (6.285>2.000).
Based on the descriptive analysis above, the researcher concluded that the students’ writing skill after being taught by using picture belonged to good category. It can be seen from the mean score of post-test that is 71.44. Moreover, to find out the effectiveness of using Picture, the researcher compared the pre-test and the post-test result. After the researcher gave the treatment, the improvement of students’ writing skill from pre-test to post-test is 20.57%. It means that picture is effective to improve students’ writing skill. The effectiveness of using picture is also proven by the result of t-test. The result of t-test is higher than t-table (6.285>2.000). Based on the hypothesis testing, it means that Ho (Null Hypothesis) is rejected and Ha (Alternative Hypothesis) is accepted. Therefore, the hypothesis in this research (Ha) stated that “Using picture is effective to improve writing skill of descriptive text of the seventh grade students at SMP N 3 Kalikajar in 2012/ 2013 academic year” is accepted.
D. Conclusion and Recommendation
Based on the research finding which has been discussed, the researcher makes the conclusions as follow:
1. Writing skill of the students in experimental group belonged to good category, because the mean score of experimental group post-test was 71.44.
2. The t-test value is higher than the t-table (6.285>2000). In addition, the mean score of experimental group before the researcher gave the treatments by using picture is 59.25, and the mean score after the researcher gave the treatment by using picture was 71.44. It means that the mean score improve than before. From the t-test value, it can be concluded that the alternative hypothesis states that using picture is effective to improve writing skill of descriptive text of the seventh grade students at SMP N 3 Kalikajar in 2012/ 2013 academic year is accepted.

Bibliography
Arikunto, Suharsimi. 2010. Prosedur Penelitian Suatu Pendekatan Praktik. Jakarta: Rineka Cipta.
Brown, Douglas. 2000. Principles of Language Learning and Teaching, Fourth Edition. New York: Addison Wesley Longman, Inc.

                              2004. Teaching by Principles An Interactive Approach to Language Pedagogy, Second Edition. New  York: Addison Wesley Longman, Inc.
                              2007. Principles of Language Learning and Teaching, 5th Ed. New York: Addison Wesley Longman, Inc.
Danesi, Marcel. 2009. Dictionary of Media and Communications. New York: M.E. Sharpe, Inc.

Daryanto. 2013. Media Pembelajaran, First Edition. Yogyakarta: Gaya Media.

Funk, Robert, et. al. 2003. Strategies for College Writing. America: Pearson Education, Inc.

Harmer, Jeremy. 2001. The Practice of English Language Teaching. Malaysia: Longman.

                                2007. How to Teach Writing. Malaysia: Longman.

Hornby, A.S. 2000. Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary, Sixth Edition. Oxford: Oxford University Press.
Hyland, Ken. 2004. Genre and Second Language Writing Language Writing. America : University of Michigan Press.
Nunan, David. 2007. Research Method in Language Learning. Cambridge University Press.
Richard and Schmidt. 2002. Longman Dictionary of Language Teaching and Applied Linguistics. Malaysia: Person Education Limited.

Sugiyono. 2010. Metode Penelitian Pendidikan Kuantitatif , Kualitatif dan R&D. Bandung: Alfabeta.
Suryosubroto, B. 2009. Proses Belajar Mengajar Di Sekolah. Jakarta: Rineka Cipta.
http://www.definitions.net/definition/picture//was downloaded on 24/04/2013

http://www.education.com/definition/descriptivetext/was downloaded on Monday 08-04-2013


