THE ABILITY IN USING ENGLISH INTONATION OF SECOND SEMESTER STUDENTS OF ENGLISH DEPARTMENT IN MUHAMMADIYAH UNIVERSITY OF PURWOREJO IN THE ACADEMIC YEAR OF 2012/2013

by
Purniasih
english department of teacher training and educational sciences faculty of muhammadiyah university of purworejo. purni.asih23@gmail.com

Abstract

	The purpose of this research is to describe the ability in using English intonation of the second semester students. This research is a descriptive quantitative research. The researcher uses pronunciation test in the form of sentences using falling and rising intonation in getting the data. The researcher gets the data by recording students’ pronunciation and note taking of their pronunciation.  The result of this study shows that the level of the students’ ability in using English intonation is 71.8 belongs to good category. The most dominant error is in deciding proper intonation in certain sentence. From the finding the writer knows that few students have difficulties in choosing whether they use falling intonation or rising intonation, especially in determining exclamations, emotional statements and order that make them choose the intonation wrongly. The result, it shows that the ability in using English intonations belongs to good category.
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A. Introduction
English is spoken all over the world. Nowadays, mastering English is required in view of the fact that is an international language. On the other hand, learning language is really important to do. Even the people master mother tongue and national language, they need to learn foreign language. It is used as a means of international communication such as in daily life and international affairs among countries. Since childhood Indonesian students have been speaking his mother tongue, it will be difficult for them to change the habit of moving his speech organs in such a way as to produce the foreign sounds and the foreign intonation. Ability in learning and identifying the acoustic quality of the foreign sounds is prerequisite for the ability in producing them. Without having the quality of a given sound and intonation before, one cannot be expected to pronounce it with correct intonation. Indonesian students have difficulties in using correct intonation. Without using proper intonation, we cannot get clear messages about their attitude from the ways things are said. The learners think that intonation is unimportant part of language, especially English. However, this part is underestimated by learners sometimes, it causes the listener cannot catch what the speaker messages and feel. It can cause misunderstanding between speaker and listener. This phenomenon happens in the environment where the researcher’s lives. So the researcher chooses this topic to be researched.

B. Method
In this research the researcher uses a descriptive quantitative method. It is mentioned as a descriptive since this study aims to describe the obtained data in the field. The researcher conducts her study in Muhammadiyah University of Purworejo that is located on Jl. K.H.A. Dahlani No. 3 Purworejo. This research was carried out on April 9th unti 15th April 2013. The object of this study is the second semester students of English Department of Muhammadiyh University of Purworejo in the academic year 2012/2013. The focus of this research is the students’ ability in using English intonation. The instrument for collecting data, the researher usespronunciation test in the form of sentences using falling and rising intonation in getting the data. The researcher gets the data by recording students’ pronunciation and note taking of their pronunciation. After collecting the data, the researcher analyzed the data based on these steps:
(1) Preparation
Here, the researcher checks the students’ answer. 
(2) The tabulation of the data
In this step, the researcher gave a score to the students’ answer
(3) The application of the data
This step shows the way to analyze the data using the appropriate formulas and rules that add with the research based on the research inquiry and or the design.

C. Finding and Discussion
After collecting and analyzing the data, the researcher found that the mean score was 71.8. It can be categorized as good. From the data, the researcher concluded that the highest score (H) was 85, the lowest score (L) was 50, the average score (M) was 71.8. The mode (Mo) was 75, the median was 72.5 and the range (R) was 35. The standard deviation (SD) was 8.559 and the variance was 73.265. The students’ ability is classified as follows:
Table 1
The category of students’ ability
	Interval
	Categories 
	Frequency
	Percentage

	80 – 100  
	Excellent 
	12
	24%

	66 – 79 
	Good
	22
	44%

	56 – 65 
	Sufficient 
	13
	26%

	40 – 55 
	Fairly-sufficient
	3
	6%

	0 – 39
	Fail 
	0
	0%



From the table above, it could be seen that there were 24 % of students who got excellent score, 44% of students got good score, 26% got sufficient score, 6 % got fairly-sufficient score and no one got fail score.
Based on the mean score the second semester students’ ability in using English intonation is 71.8 belongs to good category.


D. Conclusion
	Based on the research finding the writer finds out the result that the level of the students’ ability in using English intonation is 71.8 belongs to good category. From the finding the writer knows that the few students have difficulties in choosing whether they use falling intonation or rising intonation, especially in determining exclamations, emotional statements and order. That make they choose the intonation wrongly. 
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