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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to know whether using picture prompt in teaching writing towards the students’ writing skill at the first grade students of SMK Muhammadiyah Kutowinangun in the academic year 2012/2013 is effective or not. The research was carried out from 4th May to 18th May 2013. The study was conducted at the first grade students of SMK Muhammadiyah Kutowinangun. It consisted of 74 students which was divided into two classes. They were experimental group (38 students) and control group (36 students). To get the data, the researcher used test as an instrument (pre-test and post-test). The test was an essay type which consisted of 1 item. To analyze the data, the researcher used t-test.After collecting the data and analyzing them, the researcher found the result of the research. The result of the mean score of post test of experimental group is higher than the mean score of post test of control group (81 >76). In addition, the result of t-value is 8.969. It means that using picture prompt is effective for improving the students’ writing skill at the first grade students of SMK Muhammadiyah Kutowinangun  in the academic year 2012/2013 is effective. By using picture prompt, the students can develop their ideas in writing and also the students can describe picture with their ideas. The students can participate more and it is useful to develop their idea in their writing because it can reinforce any number of concepts.  
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A.  Background of The Study
Language is a complex, specialized skill, which develops in the child spontaneously, with conscious effort or formal instruction, is deployed without awareness of its underlying logic, is qualitatively the same in every individual, and is distinct from more general abilities to process information or behave intelligently, Brown (2007:06).
Writing consists of issues of letter, word, and text formation, manifested by handwriting, spelling, layout, and punctuation, Harmer (2001: 255). In this research, the reasercher uses picture as the media to make learning writing easier because it has many chronological illustration. By using a picture, the attention of students will be more focused, so pictures can create their inspirations, their wishes to know the content of the message of that picture and they can write it in a composition. It means that by seeing the clear pictures, the students will understand more about the topic being taught. Picture prompts are photographs, line drawings, or other graphics that illustrated the steps within a task sequence, Moffitt, (2008: 10).  
The use of picture prompts to elicit writing samples is a common practice in performance-based assessment for writing skills, and many classroom activities and tests exist which use visual cues as a catalyst for writing. The Researcher interested to conduct the research entitled “the effectiveness of using picture prompt for teaching writing skill at the first grade students of SMK Muhammadiyah Kutowinangun in academic year of 2012/2013.

B. Research Method 
This research is a true experimental research because the researcher is doing experimental. The goal of the study is to know the effectiveness of using picture prompt in writing paragraph. Experimental research is to compare the result of the pre-test and the post-test on the first grade students’ of SMK Muhammadiyah Kutowinangun in academic year 2012/2013 .This research took the first grade of SMK Muhammadiyah Kutowinagun in the academic year 2012/2013 as the subjects of the research. This research was carried out on 4th May to 18th May 2013. According to Nunan (1992:231), population is all cases, situation, or individuals who share one or mare characteristics the researcher uses independent and dependent variable. There are six classes consisting of is 327 students. The researcher takes 74 as a sample. Arikunto (2010:177) states that sampling is the way of drawing a sample of research the researcher uses purposive sampling to gain the data of the research. This research is divided into three sections. The first is pre-test, the second is treatment, and the last is post test. The instrument that is used to collect the data is English writing test using picture prompt. Techniques of collecting the data are pre test and post test. The data were analyzed by using descriptive (mean, mode, median, and standard deviation) and inferential statistics (test of normality, Sugiyono (2010:107) gives a certain technique in testing the normality of data with use Chi square (x2), test of homogeneity, and test of hypothesis).

C. Research Finding and Interpretation
The table below is the summarized scores of students’ writing ability of the control group and experimental group. 
Table.1
     The writing skill results of control group and experimental group
	Descriptive Analysis
	Experimental Group
	Control Group

	
	Post-test
	Post-test

	H (Highest Score)
	81
	76

	L (Lowest score)
	60
	52

	M (Mean)
	73.1
	67.1

	Me (Median)
	70
	68

	Mo (Mode)
	70
	65

	R (Range)
	25
	18

	SD (Standard deviation)
	5.94193
	4.401661

	Variance
	35.307
	19.418



The highest post- test score of the students of experimental group the first grade students’ of SMK Muhammadiyah Kutowinangun is 81 and the lowest 60. The mean of experimental group is 73.1; the median is 70; the modus is 70; the range is 25 and standard deviation of it is 5.94193. The means is included in the interval of 64 to 72 have good category on their writing ability. 
The highest post- test score of the students of control group the first grade students’ of SMK Muhammadiyah Kutowinangun is 76 and the lowest 52. The mean of control group is 67.1; the median is 68, the modus is 65, the range is 18 and standard deviation of it is 4.401661. The means is included in the interval of 60 to 67 have good category on their writing ability. 
         	From the previous analysis, it is showed that with the number of samples (n1 =38 and n2 = 36) and the level of significance was 5% the result of the computation of t-value was 8.969. Based on the value in the t-table for n1 = 38 and n2 = 36 and the significance level was 5%, the value of t-table was 2.042. The Computation shows that t-value was higher than t-table that was 8.969>2.042. 
Therefore, the hypothesis was accepted. It means that using picture prompt is effective for improving the students’ writing skill at the first grade students of SMK Muhammadiyah Kutowinangun  in the academic year 2012/2013 is effective.

D. Conclusion
The researcher is able to conclude that the use of picture prompt  to improve the students’ ability in writing skill for the first-grade student of SMK Muhammadiyah Kutowinangun  in the academic year of 2012/2013 can  be stated as effective. It can be seen from the mean score of experimental group and control group. The mean score of experimental group is higher than the mean score of control group (72> 64).The computation of t-test showed that the Ha is accepted. It was proven by the value of t-test. The value of t-test is 8.969 with the value of the t-table was 2.042. The result from the computation showed 8.969>2.042. If the value of t-test was higher than t-table, the alternative hypothesis can be stated that using picture prompt to improve the students’ ability in writing skill for the first-grade student of SMK Muhammadiyah Kutowinangun in the academic year of 2012/2013 is effective.
The suggestion for the other researcher it is recommended to be able to conduct research using the factors that influences learning English in the similar topics. Hopefully, with more researches, the result will be more useful to improve the English learning process.
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