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Abstract
	The objective of the study is to know the students’ ability in using simple present tense in writing descriptive text at the tenth grade students of SMA N 1 Karanganyar Kebumen in the academic year of 2012/2013. This research is presented in qualitative method. The subject of this study is the tenth grade students of SMA N 1 Karanganyar Kebumen in the academic year of 2012/2013. There are 279 students. Because of the limitation of time, the researcher only choose one class and the subject of the study consist of 32 students. The researcher uses descriptive method in analyzing the data. The result of this research showed that the students’ ability belong to good category since the mean is 77.87. There are 5 students belong to fair category, 10 students belong to good category, and 17 students belong to very good category. The percentage of omission error is 34.52% done by 9 students, addition error is 7.74% done by 1 student, misordering error is 7.74% done by 1 student, and misformation error is 51.19% done by 21 students. In conclusion, the most error made by the students is misformation error done by 21 students. 
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A. Introduction
	Through this paper the researcher intends to know the students’ ability in using simple present tense in writing descriptive text and to identify the kind of error made by the tenth grade students of SMA N 1 Karanganyar Kebumen in the Academic Year of 2012/2013. 
Learning a foreign language generally causes errors in various areas, such as grammar, vocabulary, spelling, pronunciation, and many others. Nevertheless, students usually face the difficulties in grammar. Grammar is a thing that must be mastered by the students in learning English. They have to master grammar in order to avoid making errors that may be appear. 
A very common type of mistake in learners when making descriptive text: the problem reveals toward the learners, especially in finding out the verb form of simple present tense. They often write ‘She love me every time’’, instead of ‘She loves me every time’. Actually we have to add suffix –s or –es to the third singular person (he, she, and it).
In the previous study, this material has ever been examined by Natria (2007) on the title of Students’ Error in Using Simple Present Tense in Writing Descriptive text (The Case of the Eighth Year Students of SMP N 2 Brebes in the Academic Year of 2006/2007). It is also analyzed by Utomo (2006) on the title of An Error Analysis on Simple Present Tense in Descriptive Writing Made by the Eight Year Students of SLTP N 2 Ungaran in the Academic Year 2005/2006.
	Here, the researcher uses the procedure of error analysis. Error analysis became distinguished from contrastive analysis by its examination of errors attributable to all possible sources, not just those resulting from negative transfer of the native language (Brown, 2007:259). 
According to Ellis (2008:17), errors reflect gaps in a learner’s knowledge; they occur because the learner does not know what is correct. Error occurs when the learner is unable to self-correct until further relevant input is provided.
	Dulay et.al in Ellis (1994:56) divided errors into the following categories: (1) omissions, (2) additions, (3) misformations, and (4) misorderings.
In identifying the error, the first step is by looking at the sample of learners’ language. Then, we have to compare the sentences learners produce with what seem to be the normal or ‘correct’ sentences in the target language which correspond with them (Ellis, 2008: 15-16).
	Error analysis is important to be done in order to help the second language learners in learning English. Errors made by the learners in this process of constructing a new system of language needed to be analyzed carefully and the only way to analyze it is by conducting error analysis. 

B. Research Method
	Methodology has a very important role in carrying out a research. It is because the methodology is a concept of planning that becomes guidance in a research method. In this thesis, the researcher uses descriptive research. It is used to make a systematic and accurate description concerning the facts of the population. Moreover, the researcher uses descriptive method in analyzing the data and to describe the condition when the research is being conducted. Descriptive method at least contains an explanation toward the variables that being observed, toward definition, and also brief explanation from many sources.
	In doing this research, the researcher took place at SMA N 1 Karanganyar. It is located at Jl. Kemakmuran 51, Karanganyar, Kebumen.	The research was conducted on April, 13th 2013. It took 60 minutes for doing the research to get the data of the students’ ability in writing descriptive text by giving a written test. Those 60 minutes includes 15 minutes for introduction and explanation and 45 minutes for doing the written test.
	The object of the research is the students’ ability in using simple present tense in writing descriptive text at the tenth grade students of SMA N 1 Karanganyar Kebumen in the academic Year of 2012/2013.
	The subject of this study is the tenth grade students of SMA N 1 Karanganyar Kebumen in the academic year of 2012/2013. There are 279 students. Because of the limitation of time, the researcher only choose one class and the subject of the study consist of 32 students. 
	In collecting the data, the researcher uses a test to know how far the students’ ability in using simple present tense in writing descriptive text. Moreover, in analyzing the result of the test, the researcher uses the procedure of error analysis and the researcher also uses descriptive analysis in describing the students’ ability.

C. Research Findings and Discussion
	First, the researcher decides the category of scores based on the standard marking. Arikunto (2013:281) determines the category of the scores of the students’ achievement that belongs to very good category, good category, fair category, poor category, and very poor category.
	The researcher finds that the highest students’ category mastery (very good) is in the interval score of 80-100 and the frequency is 17. However, the lowest category mastery (fair) is in the interval of 56-65 where the frequency is 5. Then, the researcher also concludes that the percentage of highest students’ category mastery (very good) is 53.12%, while the lowest students’ category mastery (fair) is 15.63%. 
	After deciding the students’ category mastery, the researcher accounts the mean score. The mean score of the test is 77.87. According to Table I, means here belongs to good category. It can be concluded that the result of the test is good, the highest score is 90 and the lowest score is 65. The mean score of the test is 77.87. According to Table I, means here belongs to good category. It can be concluded that the result of the test is good, the highest score is 90 and the lowest score is 65. 
	Then, the researcher decides the SD (Standard Deviation). The standard deviation here is 34.25. The researcher also counts the percentage of errors. The result of the percentage as follows:
1. The percentage of omission error done by 9 students is 34.52%
2. The percentage of addition error done by 1 student is 7.74%
3. The percentage of misordering error done by 1 student is 6.55%
4. The percentage of misformation error done by 21 students is 51.19%
	It is also can be seen that the common error made by the students is misformation error since the percentage is 51.19%.

D. Conclusion and Suggestion
Based on the research findings, the conclusion can be drawn that the most of students have been able to use simple present tense in writing descriptive text well. The result of students’ mastery is as follows: there are 5 students (15.63%) classified into fair category, 10 students (31.25%) are classified into good, and 17 students (53.12%) are classified into very good category.
The percentage of omission error done by 9 students is 34.52%, addition error done by 1 student is 7.74, misordering error done by 1 student is 6.55%, and misformation error done by 21 students is 51.19%.
From the results above, it can be concluded that the most error made by the students at the tenth grade students of SMA N 1 Karanganyar in the academic year of 2012/2013 in using simple present tense in writing descriptive text is misformation error since the percentage is 51.19%.
Based on the conclusion above, the researcher would like to give some suggestions as follows:
1. For the English Teachers
The teachers should give a clear explanation about the rules of usage and examples of using simple present tense in writing descriptive text clearly. They should also give students more exercises to improve their ability in using simple present tense faced by the students, so that the teachers will know the problems faced by students and the teacher can avoid and limit the error made by students in using simple present tense. 
2. For the Students
To avoid errors, the students must pay attention to their teacher. To solve the problems in learning simple present tense, they have to try to apply the rules of simple present tense by themselves correctly. 
3. To the Other Researcher
This thesis is far for being perfect. The researcher hopes some corrections and criticisms from the other researchers to improve her writing.
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