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The goal of this research is to find out the effectiveness of using illustration picture to improve vocabulary mastery at the seventh grade students of SMP N 1 Mirit in the Academic year 2012/2013. In this research, the researcher took two classes as the sample, there are VII C which consists of 31 students as the control group and VII D which consist of 30 students as the experimental group. While the instrument use in this thesis is test. The result of the calculation shows that the mean score of pre-test and post-test by control group are 54.58 and 67.48. The mean score of pre-test and post-test by experimental group are 54.87 and 75.40. To see whether the hypothesis is accepted or rejected, the t-value is consult to the t-table at the 0.05 significance level. It shows that the t-table is 2.000 and the t-value is 4.08. It means that t-value is higher than t-table, that is 4.08>2.000. So, it can be concluded that the use of illustration picture to improve vocabulary mastery at the seventh grade students of SMP N 1 Mirit in the Academic year 2012/2013 is effective. 
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A. Background

One of the most important language components is vocabulary. The mastery of it would be very helpful when one was learning foreign language having a great mastery on it; it would also facilitate him to comprehend the subject learnt in which it was in English. The quality of language skill depend on the quality and the quantity of vocabulary, if their vocabulary mastery is good, they can easier  learn English language. However the mastery of students’ vocabulary are still low. They still have many difficulties in mastering vocabulary. This is because of the lack of interesting media to teach vocabulary.

Based the phenomena above, it is clear that students need something more interesting to learn vocabulary in English. English teacher has to be able to organize teaching and learning activities, they have to give materials by using a suitable technique and master the lesson effectively. Especially in learning vocabulary, teachers must make the students able to memorize such words in English language and group of new words. The statements above mean, vocabulary is important to teach and teachers must try to find the most effective way to teach it.

B. Research Method

This research is experimental research. It was conducted in SMP N 1 Mirit. According to Sugiyono (2008:61) Population is generalization are consist object or subject which have quantity and specific characteristic fixed by research to be analyzed concluded. The population in this research is the students of seventh grade of SMP N 1 Mirit in the academic year 2012/2013 which consist of 256 students.

According to Sugiyono (2008:81) Sample is a part of population which has same characteristic or certain condition, which will be examined. In this research, the researcher took two classes as the sample, there are VII C which consists of 31 students as the control group and VII D which consist of 30 students as the experimental group.

In this research, the researcher used purposive sampling in taking sample because the students have same ability and also because limitation of time, energy and funds. The researcher can not hold a longer time to do research in the school and the researcher has a very limit funds to do research. In collecting the data, the researcher use pre-test and post-test. Before conducting post-test in experimental group, the researcher gives treatment and in control group without treatment. After getting enough data, the researcher calculate the data using t-test polled-variance.

C. Finding and Discussion

The mean of pre-test and post-test in control group are 54.58, in experimental group are 54.87 and 75.40. The median of control group are 50 and 68, in experimental group are 52 and 76. The mode of control group are 50 and 60, in experimental group are 48 and 68. The standard deviation of control group are 8.10 and 6.59, in experimental group are 8.75 and 8.41. The range of control group are 32 and 22, in experimental group are 28 and 32. The min value of control group are 48 and 60, in experimental group are 48 and 60. The max value of control group are 80 and 82, in experimental group are 76 and 92.

From the previous analysis, it showed the result of the computation of t-value was 4.08. Based on the value in the t-table for N1 = 30 and N2 = 29 and the significant level was 5%, the value of t-table was 2.000. The computation showed that t-value was higher than t-table that was 4.08>2.000.

So, the hypothesis was accepted. It means that the use of illustration picture to improve vocabulary mastery is effective at the seventh grade students of SMP N 1 Mirit in the academic year 2012/2013.

D. Conclusion and Recommendation

The use of illustration picture to improve vocabulary mastery is effective at the seventh grade students of SMP N 1 Mirit in the academic year 2012/2013. It can be seen from the t-test findings. In addition, the result of t-value is 4.08. Then the researcher consulted the critical value on the t-table using 5% (0.005) alpha level significant and the 59 degree of freedom is 2.000. It shows that t-value is higher than t-table (4.08>2.000). It means that the method used by the researcher is effective to improve vocabulary mastery at the seventh grade students of SMP N 1 Mirit in the academic year 2012/2013. The researcher hypothesis with 0.95 or 95% of significance level is accepted and consequently null hypothesis (Ho) is rejected.
In addition, improving vocabulary using illustration picture has some advantages. Since the students involve actively in the class, teaching learning class can run well. It seems that they feel more relax instead of threatened with theory. Their motivation in learning English especially in vocabulary can increase and they expect that this kind of method will be given regularly and continously. Therefore, the use of illustration picture to improve vocabulary mastery is effective at the seventh grade students of SMP N 1 Mirit in the academic year 2012/2013.
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